BS-8 teleconference minutes - #11
12 February 2002

Participants: Vlado Bazjanac (LBNL, author of these minutes), Reijo Hänninen (Olof Granlund), Philip Haves (LBNL), Rob Hitchcock (LBNL), Darko Sucic (IKE).

Activity report.
Task 1 (Connectivity) – A draft of the white paper on connectivity is expected by the end of next week.  EXPRESS modeling of the connectivity schema will be done simultaneously with the rest of EXPRESS.

Task 2 (Time series) – The white paper on time series is in its last draft format.  It requires a couple of additions and will be released early next week.

Task 3 (HVAC object/attribute/relationship sets) – A few comments regarding the distributed equipment and attributes lists are still coming in.  List and schema reviewing is still a fundamental problem, as few of the expected reviewers are willing to spend the time and resources needed to respond in time.  Obtaining reviews through ASHRAE takes a lot of time.  Chip Barnaby indicated in his comments that the fan model may need rethinking, and that the naming convention should be adjusted (e.g., attribute names should include type).  The IAI has no explicit naming rules; this issue should be raised with MSG, the IAI Modeling Support Group.  It was confirmed that Peng sent an ordered list of HVAC components to Jim to start modeling in EXPRESS

Task 4 (Electrical systems) – Work on the definition of electrical systems will resume after March 7.

Tasks 5 and 6 (Controls model + Relationship to BACnet) – No change or progress reported since the last teleconference. The structure of the control process is still “on the back burner;” thinking/work will resume in the near future.

Task 7 (Integration of BS-7) – BS-7 components not in BS-8 have been restructured; they were sent to Jim for modeling in EXPRESS and to Peng for exposition on the web.  The BS-7project received continued funding and will participate in BS-8 more intensely in the future.

Tasks 8, 9 and 10 (EXPRESS model, IFC model integration, and Early implementation) – All modeling in EXPRESS is expected to be finished by the end of April; pre-integration with the rest of the IFC data model should be finished by the end of May, and partial implementation in the BS Pro COM Server and the E+ client by the end of June.  The BS Pro implementation will be based on IFC 2x version of the data model, not on IFC 2.0.  This raises the issues for the demo of HVAC data exchange with applications based on IFC 2.0 (e.g., Timberline’s PECAD).  Two demo scripts are under consideration:

a) MagiCAD/E+ back-and-forth.  The Finnish database in MagiCAD is not applicable to North American market and may look strange to North American demo viewers.  Two actions may change that: get Carrier to define a few products in BS-8 IFCs, and/or shame North American manufacturers (by showing European products) into creating sufficient definitions;

b) E+ sizing of a system that is consequently estimated by PECAD.  The problem is that PECAD is in late beta status, and it may be difficult/impossible for Timberline to add (partial) HVAC definitions to PECAD, even if just for a special demo version.

Tasks 11 and 12 (Project support + Coordination with the overall CEC/PIER project) - Both supporting agencies (DOE and CEC) are continuously informed about the work.

Tasks 13 (The Project Advisory Group) - No news were reported regarding the Project Advisory Group. 

Face-to-face meeting in Europe.  The next face-to-face meeting was rescheduled from April 29 to April 19, so that our collaborators from Germany can participate.  Reijo will check with Arto about the venue.

Action items:

· Reijo will check with Arto about the venue for the face-to-face meeting in Helsinki on April 19.
The next general BS-8 teleconference will take place on Thursday, March 21.  It will start at 17:00 GMT, which is 9:00 PDT, noon EDT, 18:00 in Germany and France, 19:00 in Finland and 2:00 (March 22) in Australia.

