BS-8 teleconference minutes - #6
17 September 2001

Participants: Vlado Bazjanac (LBNL, author of these minutes), Jean‑Pierre Bedrune (Laurenti), Robin Drogemuller (CSIRO), Jim Forester (Marinsoft), Reijo Hänninen (Olof Granlund), Philip Haves (LBNL), Rob Hitchcock (LBNL), Kirk McGraw (CERL), Fritz Schmidt (IKE), Darko Sucic (IKE), Peng Xu (LBNL).

Activity report.
Task 1 (Connectivity) - Kent is preparing a white paper and is expected to provide it shortly.  Modelers will look at it as soon as it is available.

Task 2 (Time series) - Three mini-telecons were held since August 21.  All major concepts were discussed and agreed upon; modeling will start as soon as ATRIUM (a model that apparently includes irregular time series) and the newly discovered computer science literature regarding time series in data bases are examined.  Only raw data will be captured; applications will be expected to adjust any raw data that need adjustment.  All machine clocks will be adjusted to the IFC (Julian) clock.

Task 3 (HVAC object/attribute/relationship sets) - The definition of attributes of 10 primary types of equipment are continuing.  An internal review of three of the 10 was just completed and will be posted shortly.  GPC-20 has finally created an e-mail exploder and is using Yahoo.  BS-8 definitions will be post there too with a request for additional review.  GPC-20 draft attribute sets for HVAC equipment: may produce some overlaps/contradictions with BS-8; both groups should agree and harmonize their lists in the next couple of months.  Overlaps with BS-7 will be discussed when Darko gets to Berkeley in two weeks (with Veijo on the phone): Phil and Peng will compare their list with BS-7 and identify overlaps that need further discussion before Darko arrives in Berkeley. The dilemma is whether to complete BS-7 immediately and do extensions in BS-8, or extend BS-7 to include extensions (BS-7 will have to include time series).  The following proposal was adopted: Make all extensions in BS-8, and handle overlaps in an extended BS-7 project (divide definition responsibilities for overlapping entities between BS-7 and BS-8).  BS-7 object definitions have been published (posted on the web site).  It was decided to treat BS-7 as a first draft of BS-8, with the understanding that BS-7 and BS-8 have different objectives.

Task 4 (Electrical systems) - Not much progress since the last telecon was reported since the last teleconference on August 21.  This work will resume as soon as Task 2 (time series) is completed.

Tasks 5 and 6 (Controls model + Relationship to BACnet) - Phil has started conversations with Johnson Controls, who have expressed interest in joining the effort.  He is in the process of creating an ad-hoc working group and is trying to harmonize the work with the ASHRAE BACnet group.

Task 7 (Integration of BS-7) - Veijo started discussing with MSG (Juha Hyvärinen and Thomas Liebich) how to put the BS-7 spreadsheets in EXPRESS and integrate with the rest of the IFC model.

Tasks 8, 9 and 10 (EXPRESS model, IFC model integration, and Early implementation) - The modeling team will start modeling time series in the next two weeks.  Hannu has upgraded the BS Pro COM Server, and is working on its interface to IFC 2x. All modelers will use EDMvisualExpress tool from EPM.

Tasks 11 and 12 (Project support + Coordination with the overall CEC/PIER project) - Both supporting agencies (DOE and CEC) are continuously informed about the work.

Tasks 13 (The Project Advisory Group) - This group currently includes Fried Augenbroe (Georgia Tech), Chip Barnaby (Wrightsoft) and Kirk McGraw (CERL).  More people, such as Mike Holmes (Ove Arup & Partners, London office), may join in the future.

Rescheduling of the face-to-face meeting.  The BS-8 meeting originally scheduled at LBNL for September 17-18 had to be rescheduled, due to the terrorist attacks on September 11.  Two possible dates were discussed to reschedule these meetings: October 1-2 and November 12-13.  The latter date was picked as the better; Vlado will send an e-mail asking for the confirmation of meeting at LBNL on November 12-13.  The deadline to respond to Vlado's e-mail will be 48 hours.

Action items:


Vlado will broadcast a message seeking confirmation of face-to-face meetings at LBNL November 12-13.

The next general BS-8 teleconference will take place on Thursday, October 4.  It will start at 16:00 GMT, which is 9:00 PDT, noon EDT, 18:00 in Germany and France, 19:00 in Finland and 2:00 in Australia.

